gynmcological urology in an authoritative way, and will undoubtedly become an important resident on every gynecological bookshelf.
Clinical Medicine: The Modern Approach by A E Clark-Kennedy MA MD FRCP and C W Bartley MA DM MD MRCP ppx+425 25s London: Pitman MedicalPublishing Co Ltd 1960 It is difficult to be sure for whom this book is intended. Parts of it, such as the chapter on The Patient & His Disease, will be of interest to the medical student early in his clinical course and to the student nurse. The chapter on the Dying Patient, which is excellent, will not have much meaning until later in his career. The chapter on Organic Disease is too elementary, one would hope, for a student who has spent two years studying physiology, biochemistry and pharmacology and is written in a style calculated to convince the student that on arrival at the hospital he has been mistakenly admitted to the children's ward. This is an honest attempt to present diseases as the interaction between genetic predisposition, ageand environment in an individual but it fails to discuss these influences at more than a superficial level.
Clinical Bacteriology by E Joan Stokes MB FRCP 2nd ed pp x +309 illustrated 30s London: EdwardArnold (Publishers) Ltd 1960 'Clinical Bacteriology' was written for pathologists and their technicians, for clinicians who wished to know what help to expect from the laboratory, and for those who had to instruct nurses how to collect specimens from patients. The first edition was widely welcomed, and this second edition, five years later, should be as warmly received. Not everyone will agree with all Dr Joan Stokes' recommendations, but in a working manual this is to be expected. Even if other methods are preferred, this book provides an excellent background against which they can be judged.
The Transparency of the Cornea edited by Sir Stewart Duke-Elder and E S Perkins pp xii+268 illustrated 45s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd 1960 This symposium on corneal transparency was organized by the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences, and investigators were brought together from widely dispersed parts of the globe so that their specialized knowledge might be pooled, in the hope that fresh ideas would arise therefrom. The result is a fascinating and learned series of papers, all written about some facet of corneal transparency and all from a different angle. Anatomy, physiology, pathology, biochemistry, physics, surgery and histology, and other disciplines are represented, and the discussions as published give an uninhibited touch to the prepared papers. No epochmaking discoveries are recorded, nor would they be expected, but for an up-to-date account of the present understanding of the cornea and how it works, this record has no equal in medical literature. This little book is based upon the study of a large number of necropsies on diabetics. It is written by a pathologist and, although it claims to be a clinical and pathological study, it is predominantly pathological. It would have been better to make this limitation clear in the title. A book, however short, which does not mention insulin in the index cannot claim to be a clinical study of diabetes.> Nor is a bibliography of 34 references adequate.
Diabetes Mellitus
The price of this book is absurd. There are 8 figures and 61 pages of text, each of only 300 words, and there are serious typographical errors. As this lecture contains no original observations and is not a comprehensive account of present knowledge it is hard to see why it was published. University. It has been extensively rewritten, and is some 230 pages longer than the last edition. This extra length is partly accounted for by the inclusion of new material. Viruses claim eight chapters instead of one, a change which is justified by the considerable advances in virology and the recognition that the laboratory diagnosis of virus disease is becoming possible as a routine measure; Additional room, too, has been given to basic aspects of microbial infection, and this change is reflected in some of the sections where the bare facts have been supplemented by historical and theoretical details. There is no reason to doubt that this new edition will be as popular as its predecessors.
Anaerobic Bacteriology in Clinical Medicine by A Trevor Willis PhD MB BS pp xii+ 163 + 13 illustrated 30s
London: Butterworth & Co (Publishers) Ltd 1960 As the first to be entirely devoted to the subject of anaerobic bacteriology in clinical medicine, this book should be widely welcomed in clinical laboratories everywhere. Though the importance of anaerobic culture in diagnostic bacteriology is repeatedly stressed in the handbooks, trainees and technicians often fight shy of putting up anaerobic cultures because of the supposed difficulty of producing anaerobiosis. The first part of this book contains a lucid, well-illustrated account of all the well-tried methods of anaerobic culture, suitable for both large and small laboratories. There is also a chapter devoted to culture media in which a great variety of fluid and solid media are described and evaluated.
The se:ond part of the book is concerned with the identification and characteristics of the pathogenic anaerobic organisms, describing the main features for the positive recognition of particular species. The third part is concerned with clinical infections and toxicology of the anaerobes. It is the size for ready reference, and should soon become a standard bench book. This substantial book deals with lymphocytes, plasmacytes and mast cells, their formation and the tissues in which they may be found, such as the thymus, spleen and bone-marrow. The last chapter is on inflammation and wound healing. The book is not easy to read; it is packed with references, some cited from abstracts, others ('histological citations') quoted from otherpapers, and many conflicting opinions and unorthodox statements are set down one afterthe other. Except for a set of 31 photomicrographs, mostly illustrating mast cells and lymphocytes, there are no illustrations.
The authors are biologists and this is clearly a handicap to them when they stray into medical fields. For instance, in a discussion on the effect of splenectomy on erythrocytes, this has led them to choose as an example of how the operation may influence disease in man its use as a means of therapy in pernicious anemia, quoting a reference from the German literature dated 1929 which they had read in an abstract. 
